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The Growth Management Act and How it Changed Planning in Spokane 

Part One: What is the Growth Management Act? 

Jessica Ryan / 21 July 2010 

 

This series is an introduction to the Growth Management Act and the impact it has had on the 

process of planning in Spokane. 

In 1990, Washington State became the eighth state to create a law related to the management 

of growth.   The Growth Management Act (GMA) was created in reaction to a trend of explosive 

development:   

“The legislature finds that uncoordinated and unplanned growth, together with a lack of 
common goals expressing the public's interest in the conservation and the wise use of 
our lands, pose a threat to the environment, sustainable economic development, and the 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70A
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health, safety, and high quality of life enjoyed by residents of this state. It is in the public 
interest that citizens, communities, local governments, and the private sector cooperate 
and coordinate with one another in comprehensive land use planning.” 
 
 -“Legislative Findings” Washington State Growth Management Act, RCW 

36.70A.010 

The legislation of the GMA is a milestone in Washington State’s planning history.  The Act was 

legislated in 1990 and for the first time, all cities and counties would be required by the State to 

generate basic planning devices in a coordinated effort toward achieving the following goals: 

1. Urban Growth  

2. Reduce Sprawl 

3. Transportation (multimodal) 

4. Housing (affordability, preservation and accessibility) 

5. Economic Development  

6. Property Rights – landowners are to be protected from arbitrary or discriminatory 

action; land is not to be taken for public use without just compensation. 

7. Permits are to be processed in a timely and fair manner, allowing for predictability 

and ease of use. 

8. Natural Resource Industries 

9. Open Space and Recreation 

10. Environment 

11. Citizen Participation and Coordination 

12. Public facilities and services – ensuring that levels of service (police, schools, etc.) do 

not fall below established standards 

13. Historic Preservation 

14. Shoreline Management (new in 2010) 

These goals, taken together, are to be used in the coordinated creation of Comprehensive Plans 

and development regulations. 

 

Next time we’ll be looking at some of the planning tools that organize development within 

Spokane. 

 

1. GMA http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70A 
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